7th-Grade Summer Reading
Rising 7th-grade students will be required to read two novels over the summer:
Required:
● Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team That Changed a Town (adapted for young people) by
Warren St. John
Choose one of the following:
● When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
● Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix

While students are reading their novels, we strongly recommend that they become an active reader
while reading their summer selections. These activities include taking notes over each chapter and
highlighting key information. These strategies will help them with comprehension and complete related
projects to these books.
The first novel, Outcasts United, will be read first and the student will answer the following questions in
paragraph form. Please include a topic sentence that uses the question to make your point. Also, please
use evidence from the text in the form of a quote to support your answer.

●

●

●

Discrimination: In what ways do the refugees experience discrimination? How do they react?
Why are they so fearful to stand up for themselves? How does Luma help fight the
discrimination that affects her team (Outcasts United)?
Cultural Identity: What issues does the experience of living in a new country present to the
refugees in this book? How does the move affect the refugees’ identity? How does soccer help
define the refugees’ identity?
Community: How does Luma work to create a community with her diverse players? What do
the refugee families have in common that helps create a sense of solidarity? How does the
community of the “old” Clarkson citizens react to the refugees and the changes they bring?

* This assignment will be due the first Friday after we return from school.
The second novel, When You Reach Me or Among the Hidden , should be read toward the end of the summer.
When students return to school, we will complete a classroom project based on the book.

